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© 1t i& right that you shoald Enow the purpose that has brought the Army unier my command within: the

limits of your State, &0 far as that purpose coneerns yourselvis, .

The People of the Confi lerate Stites have long watohed with the deepest sympathy the wrongs and out-

rages that Twm been inflicted upon the citizens of a Commonwealth, allicd to the States of the £uth by tlae
- strongest social, politieal and commercinl ties.

They have scen with profound indignation their sister State deprived of every right, and reduced to the
condition of & conquered Provings, - : '

Lindor the pretence of supporting the Constitution, but in violation of its most valaable provisions, vour
eitizons have been arrested and imprisoned apon no charge, aad contrary to all forms of law: the fiihfal
andimanly protest against this sutraze made by the vencrable wnd illustrinms Marylnnders o, whom in bet-
tor diyya, Fm citizen nppenled for right, in vain, was treated with scorn aud- contenrpt: the government of
yaur ehie City has been usarped by armed strangers; yonr Legislature has been dissolved by the anlawful
arreat of its members; freedom of the press and of speech has been supprossed; words have been doclared
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mission for what they may dare to speak. ] 1

Believing that the Pnuy[ﬂ of Marylamd [re=sezsed arspirit ton lofty to submit to such a overnment, ihe
people of the South have long wished to aid you in throwing off this foreign voke, to enable you again to
enjoy the inalienable rights of freemen. and restore tmilependence nnd sovercignty to vour Stafs,

in obedienee to this wish, our Army has come amang you, snd is prepared to assist you with the power
of its arms in regaining the rights of which You have been despoiled.
~ This, Citizens of Maryland, is our mission, so far as you are eoncerned. :

Ko constraint upon yone free will is intended, no itimidation will e wllowed. P 1

Within the limits of this Army at least, Marvlandirs shall once more enjoy their ancient freedom of
thnu;]lt. nnd speach,

We koow no enemies among you, and will protect all of BvOry opinion.

It is for you to decide your deating, freely and without constraint,

This army will respect yonr choice whatever it { be, and while the Southern people will rejoice to

- weleome yon to your natural position among them, they will only welcome you when vou eome of your own
free will, A L. E. LEE, General Commanding,
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